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The period from 1902 to 1953 represents a pivotal phase in
the history of the Hajj, marked by the transformation of its
administration from a system of multiple, competing
authorities into a unified, centralized structure under Saudi
sovereignty. The significance of this study lies in its
illumination of how the modern Saudi state formulated a
comprehensive administrative model for the Hajj—one that
integrates religious, security, and economic dimensions—
while demonstrating its role in enhancing the Kingdom’s
standing within the Islamic world.

The research problem centers on understanding the
mechanisms of this administrative transformation: how did the
management of the Hajj evolve from a fragmented and often
chaotic reality—contested by Ottoman authorities, the
Sharifs, tribal actors, and foreign powers—into a centralized
system capable of ensuring security, efficiency, and eftective
organization?

The study adopts a comparative historical-analytical approach,
drawing on contemporary documents, reports, and official
correspondence, alongside an analysis of the policies and
regulatory measures implemented by King Abdulaziz
following the unification of the Hejaz.

The study arrives at several key findings, most notably that

[ 2026 b 21447 568l 55 (67) 0 ] [ Zlk )l ol 1 T sl 2l ]




5/'(-:2‘50(1’“&%’5)W‘:“¢/";“ S e
Saudi administration of the Hajj constituted a qualitative shift
in modern Islamic history. It successfully eliminated security
disorder and unified both religious and administrative
authority. Moreover, it institutionalized the concept of
serving the Two Holy Mosques as a foundation for the state’s
political and religious legitimacy, while establishing enduring
institutions such as the General Directorate of Hajj, as well as
integrated systems for health services, transportation, and
water provision. The study further demonstrates that this
administrative  centralization played a crucial role in
transforming the Hajj from a perilous undertaking into a
successful model of integrated religious and logistical
management.

Keywords: Hajj Administration- Modern Saudi History-
Hejaz- Administrative Organization-King Abdul-Aziz
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1- Eldon Rutter, the Holy Cities of Arabia (London & New
York: G. P. Putnam's Sons Ltd., 1928), p 104-168
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