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Abstract

This study aims to analyze the poetic discourse in the poem
“Washeitaha Thahaban” (“I Embroidered It with Gold”) by the
contemporary Syrian poet Anas Al-Dughaim, as a distinguished
example of modern Arabic poetry that unites religious heritage
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with aesthetic modernity. The significance of the research lies in
revealing the manifestations of Prophetic praise (Madih Nabawi)
in modern poetry, and in showing how the poet revitalized this
traditional genre through symbolic, metaphorical, and semiotic
language. The study also highlights the importance of applying
semiotic analysis to uncover the deep structures and symbolic
meanings embedded within the poem’s imagery and lexicon. The
main objectives of the study are: To examine the semiotic structure
of Washeitaha Thahaban. To explore how Al-Dughaim employs
religious and aesthetic symbols to express devotion to the Prophet
Muhammad (peace be upon him). To identify aspects of renewal
in the religious poetic discourse through modern linguistic
expression. The research adopts a descriptive-analytical semiotic
approach, linking signifiers and signifieds within their cultural and
artistic contexts. The study concludes that Anas Al-Dughaim
presents a renewed spiritual and aesthetic vision in his praise of
the Prophet, blending the authenticity of classical Madih Nabawi
with modern expressive depth. His use of Qur’anic intertextuality
and Sufi symbolism transforms the poem from ritualistic praise
into a vibrant artistic experience charged with profound emotional
and semantic energy.

Keywords: Anas Al-Dughaim, Prophetic Praise, Semiotics, Sufi
Discourse, Modern Arabic Poetry, Symbolism.
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2 Ferdinand de Saussure, Course de linguistique generale, Payot, Paris, 1916,
p. 233.
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