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Abstract:

This study aimed to identify the difficulties facing applicant teachers in the
teaching profession licensing exam in Sudan from their own perspective,
examined across three domains: difficulties related to the exam's structure
and technical quality, difficulties related to teachers' performance and
testing conditions, and organizational and procedural difficulties related to
exam administration. The study also examined differences in teachers'
ratings of these difficulties according to gender, academic qualification, and
teaching stage. A descriptive-analytical approach was used, with a
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questionnaire administered to a simple random sample of 272 teachers from
Khartoum State localities, after verifying its reliability (Cronbach's alpha =
0.893 for the whole instrument). Data were analyzed using the chi-square
goodness-of-fit test, the Mann-Whitney U test, and one-way ANOVA.
Results showed that all items across the three domains were statistically
significant, with the most pressing difficulties related to exam content
alignment with teachers' professional reality, the absence of prior practice
models, and the financial burden of exam fees, while purely technical
difficulties (e.g., accessing the online system) were comparatively less
severe. Statistically significant differences favoring male teachers were
found across all three domains, while no significant differences emerged by
academic qualification or teaching stage. The study recommends reviewing
the exam's technical structure, providing practice models in advance, and
increasing organizational transparency by providing teachers with feedback
on their performance.

Keywords: professional licensure; teaching profession licensing exam;
difficulties; teachers; Sudan.
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