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Abstract

This study investigates the Quranic readings attributed to Abu al-
Samal al-Adawi, which have been classified as anomalous
(shadhdhah) for failing to meet the foundational criteria of
authentic recitation. The research problem lies in identifying the
linguistic and structural weaknesses within these readings, despite
their overlap with recitations transmitted by the Prophet’s
Companions and early scholars prior to the codification of the
Uthmanic Mushaf. The study aims to provide a linguistic
grounding for Abu al-Samal’s readings and evaluate their
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alignment with the Uthmanic orthography and the established
conditions for canonical acceptance.

Adopting a descriptive, analytical, and comparative methodology,
the study is structured into a preliminary theoretical framework—
defining anomalous readings and their legal/theological status—
followed by three analytical chapters that survey the entire
Quranic text to identify instances of phonetic and linguistic
irregularity. The findings highlight the specific justifications for
excluding these readings from the canon. The research concludes
by recommending the integration of a rigorous critical apparatus
in the study of Quranic chains of transmission (isnad), similar to
the methodology employed in Hadith criticism, to distinguish
between authentic and weak recitations.

Keywords: Anomalous Readings (Shadhdhah), Abu al-Samal al-
Adawi, Linguistic Irregularity, Uthmanic Orthography, Isnad
Criticism.
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