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Abstract:

This research addresses a critical theological controversy that has generated
extensive debate within Islamic thought in general and Sufi doctrine in
particular: the issue of the "Faith of Pharaoh" (Imaan Fir'awn) upon his
drowning, viewed through the stance of Sheikh Muhyiddin Ibn Arabi. The
study aims to investigate the analytical and hermeneutical framework behind
Ibn Arabi's perspective and contrast it with the consensus of Muslim
theologians (Mutakallimun) and jurists (Fuqaha). Utilizing an inductive,
analytical, and comparative methodology, the study examines relevant

primary texfs from both Ibn Arabi and his critics.
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The findings reveal that Ibn Arabi asserts the validity of Pharaoh's faith based
on an esoteric interpretation (7a 'wil) of the Quranic verse: "I believe that there
is no deity except that in whom the Children of Israel believe, and I am of the
Muslims" [Yunus: 90]. Ibn Arabi considered this utterance a sincere
declaration of faith and viewed Pharaoh's drowning as a spiritual purification
from sins. Conversely, the study highlights the refutations provided by
theologians and jurists who rejected this premise for violating explicit
Quranic evidence and scholarly consensus, emphasizing that faith declared
under dire distress or during the death rattle (al-Gharghara) is legally invalid.
The study concludes that Ibn Arabi’s view departs from established creedal
fundamentals, prioritizing speculative hermeneutics over definitive evidence.
The research recommends adhering strictly to the explicit texts of the Quran
and Sunnah to safeguard Islamic theology from speculative philosophical
excesses.

Keywords: Faith of Pharaoh — Ibn Arabi — Creedal Study — Theologians —
Sufism.
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