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Abstract
This study provides a historical and analytical examination of works in the
field of al-Mu'talif wa al-Mukhtalif, one of the important sciences of Hadith,
which focuses on the accurate distinction and differentiation of similar names,
lineages, and titles. The significance of this research lies in the abundance of
works in this discipline, the diversity of their content, and the difterences in
their methodologies. The study aims to highlight the efforts of Hadith
scholars in compiling works on this subject, exploring the reasons behind its
emergence, how it began, how it developed, and where it ultimately reached.
It also provides a general overview of the content of each work. The
researcher attempts to describe the stages of compilation in this field through
the available books, both manuscript and printed, amounting to Twenty-six
works. The study also clarifies the motivations for classification in each stage,

the most prominent characteristics of these works, and identifies lost books

from each historical phase.
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