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1. Abstract

This paper examines the role of literature in societal development
and cultural progress through a qualitative, descriptive—analytical
approach. Drawing on sociological and cultural literary criticism,
the study analyzes selected literary texts to explore how literature
reflects social realities, shapes cultural identity, and contributes
to moral and intellectual awareness. The research situates literary
production within its historical and social contexts, emphasizing
the dynamic interaction between literature and society. The
analysis demonstrates that literature functions not only as an
artistic expression but also as an active social force that promotes
critical consciousness, challenges dominant ideologies, and
supports cultural continuity and reform. The findings reveal that
literature plays a vital role in fostering social awareness, ethical
reflection, and cultural cohesion, thereby contributing to
sustainable societal development and cultural progress. The study
concludes that literature remains a powerful tool for
understanding social change and guiding cultural transformation
in both traditional and contemporary societies.

Key Words: literature, poetry, drama, awareness, societies,
education.
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2. Introduction

Literature has long been recognized as one of the most influential
cultural forces shaping human societies. Beyond its aesthetic and
artistic dimensions, literature functions as a medium through
which social realities are represented, questioned, and
transformed. Literary texts capture the complexities of human
experience, preserve cultural memory, and contribute to the
formation of collective consciousness. As societies undergo
political, economic, and cultural transformations, literature
remains a vital tool for interpreting change and guiding social
awareness (Eagleton 2; Wellek and Warren 94).

The relationship between literature and society is dynamic and
reciprocal. While literature emerges from specific historical and
social contexts, it simultaneously influences those contexts by
shaping values, attitudes, and moral perspectives. Writers often
respond to social injustice, inequality, and cultural conflict by
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producing works that challenge dominant ideologies and promote
reform. In this sense, literature operates not merely as a reflection
of society but as an active participant in societal development and
cultural progress (Swingewood 13).

The main aim of this research is to examine the role of literature
in societal development and cultural progress through a critical
and analytical exploration of its social, cultural, and moral
functions.

The significance of this study lies in its interdisciplinary
approach, which bridges literary criticism and social theory.

This study is based on the hypothesis that literature plays a
fundamental and active role in societal development and cultural
progress by shaping social consciousness, challenging oppressive
structures, and reinforcing shared cultural values. It assumes that
literary texts do not merely mirror social realities but possess the
potential to influence attitudes, inspire reform, and contribute to
sustainable social and cultural transformation.

The study 1s theoretical in nature and does not focus on detailed
analysis of individual literary texts, but rather on the broader
social and cultural functions of literature across genres and
historical contexts.

Drawing on the theoretical contributions of ancient scholars to
Terry Eagleton, René Wellek, Austin Warren, and Alan
Swingewood, the study adopts a qualitative, descriptive—
analytical framework that emphasizes the mutual influence
between literature and society.
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3. The Problem of the Study

Many readers believe that works of literature were written solely
for entertainment or are merely objects to place beside one’s bed
after dinner to help induce sleep. In this study, the researcher
seeks to clarify that literature has numerous roles to play in
society beyond simple amusement.

4. Study Methodology

The study adopts a qualitative, descriptive—analytical approach
grounded in sociological and cultural literary theory. Rather than
conducting close textual analysis of specific literary works, the
research examines literature as a cultural and social institution,
drawing on established critical perspectives to evaluate its role in
societal development and cultural progress.

5. Objectives of the Study

This scientific research attempts to realize and attain the
following objectives:

a. To shed light on some of the functions of literature beyond
entertainment.

b. To explain the relationship between literature and life.

c. To clarify the influence of literature on society and the
influence of society on literature.

6. Questions of the Study

a. Are their functions of literature beyond entertainment?
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b. What are the types of literature?

c. What is the relationship between literature and society?
7. Theoretical Framework

Definitions of the word literature often tend to be circular,
reflecting the difficulty scholars face when trying to capture such
a broad and evolving concept. The 11th edition of Merriam-
Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary defines literature as “writings
having excellence of form or expression and expressing ideas of
permanent or universal interest.” This definition highlights two
important features: the aesthetic quality of the writing and the
enduring relevance of the ideas expressed. It suggests that
literature is distinguished not merely by being written, but by
being written in a way that aspires to artistic excellence and
speaks to themes that transcend time and cultural boundaries.

Similarly, the 19th-century critic Walter Pater referred to
literature as “the matter of imaginative or artistic literature,”
describing it as a “transcript, not of mere fact, but of fact in its
infinitely varied forms.” Pater’s definition emphasizes the
imaginative element of literary creation. Literature may draw
upon reality, but it reshapes that reality through artistic
interpretation, narrative technique, and emotional insight. In
other words, literature is not simply a record of events; it is a
crafted representation—an artistic transformation—of human
experience in all its complexity.

However, definitions such as these assume that the reader already
possesses a basic understanding of what literature is. Scholars
often rely on shared cultural assumptions, which can make
formal definitions feel incomplete or circular. Despite this
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difficulty, the central meaning of the term remains clear enough
for general academic and cultural use.

Etymologically, the word literature derives from the Latin littera,
meaning “a letter of the alphabet.” This origin indicates that
literature is fundamentally connected to written language. At its
broadest level, literature refers to the entire body of writing
produced by humankind throughout history. This includes
everything from sacred texts and philosophical treatises to
poetry, drama, and modern novels. After this general meaning,
the term can be narrowed to refer to the body of writing
belonging to a particular language or cultural tradition—for
example, Arabic literature, English literature, or French
literature. Each of these literary traditions carries its own history,
forms, themes, and aesthetic values, reflecting the intellectual
and cultural development of the society that produced it.

8. Previous Studies.

One of the studies relevant to this research is World Literature in
English as a Means of Cultural Enrichment for Thai University
Students by Kongsak Sasikarn (ISNI: 0000 0001 3601 6950),
completed at the University of Southampton in 2008. The main
findings of this study reveal that, until quite recently, only a
small number of universities in Thailand had developed more
than a minimal awareness of the importance of studying literature
originating from different cultures around the world. Literature
from diverse cultural backgrounds was often marginalized or
considered supplementary rather than essential.

However, the study found that students responded positively
when exposed to world literature, demonstrating curiosity,
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appreciation, and a desire to learn more about international
literary traditions. These reactions indicated that students valued
the opportunity to broaden their cultural understanding through
literature. As a result, the researcher recommended revising and
enriching the literature curriculum in Thai higher education by
incorporating a wider variety of global literary texts. Such an
expansion would not only improve cultural awareness but also
promote cross-cultural communication and global citizenship
among university students. This paper seeks to recommend
teaching literature to all students rather than literature students.

Another significant study is Literature and Its Role in Shaping
the Society by Kakarla Sai Mitravinda from PSG College of Arts
and Science in India (2020). This research addresses the long-
standing academic question regarding the relationship between
literature and society. Instead of attempting to determine which
came first—literature or the society that produced it—the study
focuses on the dynamic and inseparable relationship between the
two.

The findings emphasize that the primary purpose of literature is
to depict the realities, values, struggles, and aspirations of the
society from which it emerges. At the same time, society itself is
deeply influenced by literary expression. Literature cannot
survive without society, because it draws its themes, language,
characters, and conflicts from social life. Likewise, society
cannot escape being mirrored in literary works; human
experiences inevitably find their way into stories, poems, and
plays in one form or another. The study concludes that literature
and society are interconnected in a mutual cycle of influence.
Literature reflects social structures, norms, and cultural values,
while simultaneously shaping attitudes, stimulating thought, and
sometimes even inspiring social change. This paper not only
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seeks to depict society in present but also visualize society in the
past.

9. Types of Literature
9.1 Prose

Prose is a form of literature that follows ordinary patterns of
speech and syntax. In everyday life, people do not speak
poetically; such communication would become tedious very
quickly.

Examples of prose include:

a. The News: announcements of daily events and updates related
to government, culture, and public life.

b. Biography: the narrative of an individual’s life.

c. Anecdotes: short accounts designed to teach a lesson or
illustrate a point.

d. Essay: a composition that conveys the author’s reflections on a
topic, event, or idea.

e. Oration: a formal speech appealing to the intellect, emotions,
and will of the audience.

f. Novel: a long narrative containing characters, plot, and setting.

g. Short Story: a brief narrative with characters, plot, and setting;
shorter than a novel but still complete.
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h. Fable: a short narrative, often with talking animals or forces of
nature, intended to teach a moral lesson.

1. Legend: narratives about real individuals whose deeds have
been exaggerated for dramatic effect.

j. Plays: stories told through scripted dialogue, intended for
performance on stage.

9.2 Poetry

Poetry is a literary composition that uses rhythm, rhyme, and
stylistic devices to convey emotions or ideas. It consists of two
main types:

9.2.1 Lyric Poetry

Originally intended to be sung with musical accompaniment,
lyric poetry now refers broadly to poetry expressing personal
feelings and emotions.

9.2.2 Narrative Poetry

Narrative poetry describes influential incidents or events,
whether real or imaginary. The main types include:

a. Epic: a classical form originating in Greece, featuring a heroic
figure—often  with  supernatural  qualities—and  grand,
exaggerated action across diverse settings.

b. Ballad: a story told through song-like stanzas, usually
structured in four-line groups with a rhyme scheme.

c. Metrical Tale: a narrative poem, either fictional or factual,
often focused on themes such as love, stages of life, or adventure.
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10. Drama
Dramas include several subgenres:
10.1 Farce

A farce is written for performance on stage or screen and relies
on exaggerated, improbable situations and physical humor to
entertain

10.2. Melodrama.

A melodrama is a dramatic work in which the plot—typically
sensationalized and designed for strong emotional appeal—takes
precedence over detailed characterization. It is often used in
operas.

10.3. Comedy.

Comedy refers to a work intended to evoke laughter. Its origins
trace back to Ancient Greece, where it was often expressed as
political satire, used to influence voters’ opinions.

10.4. Tragedy.

A tragedy centers on human suffering. Typically, it features a
main character who rises to a high position and ultimately falls to
the lowest point. Tragedy is designed to evoke feelings of pity
and/or fear in an audience.

11. Other Types of Literature

The above categories are far from exhaustive. Here are a few
additional forms often discussed in classrooms:
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11.1. Oral Literature.

Oral literature is the oldest type of literature and the foundation
on which culture was built. Today, most oral texts have been
transcribed and are usually taught as epic poems, plays, or folk
tales.

11.2. Folklore / Folktales.

A distinction is often made between regular prose and folklore.
Most folktales originated as oral literature and are short stories
intended to convey a moral or lesson. They have a timeless
quality, addressing universal human concerns, while remaining
rooted in a specific culture and historical period.

11.3. Graphic Novels and Comic Books.

Comic books were once regarded by educators as the lowest form
of literature, unsuitable for children. However, modern
perspectives recognize both comic books and graphic novels as
valid literary forms that appeal to young readers and contribute
meaningfully to literature.

12. Relation of Literature to Life

Literature and life share an intimate connection. Life provides the
raw material, while literature imposes an artistic form. One
definition of literature is the communication of the writer’s
experience of life. However, this relationship is more complex
than it first appears.

Plato, the Greek philosopher, was among the first to notice this
connection. In his Theory of Knowledge, he argued that literature
is an imitation of life.
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Aristotle, Plato’s student, agreed in The Poetics that literature
imitates reality, but he emphasized that it is an objective
representation of life. Both philosophers believed a creative
writer should focus not on past events, but on events that could
happen.

Sir Philip Sidney, an English poet, courtier, scholar, and soldier
of the Elizabethan age, challenged Plato’s notion that literature is
mere imitation. According to Sidney, the writer creates, while it
is the reader who imitates what the writer produces.

John Dryden, England’s first Poet Laureate in 1668, argued that
imaginative literature gives a vivid and accurate image of human
nature by representing its passions and humors.

Samuel Johnson, an English writer, critic, and lexicographer,
maintained that a literary writer must understand human behavior
across times and conditions, so as not to be deceived by surface
differences.

Walter Pater, a 19th-century English essayist and critic, noted in
On Style that literature is not a photographic imitation of reality,
but a transcription of the writer’s vision of it.

Taken together, the views of Plato, Aristotle, Sidney, Dryden,
Johnson, and Pater show that literature is deeply concerned with
life, even if it does not replicate it literally.

13. The Functions of Literature

[ 2026 by #1447 2 (65) i ] [ Sl oy 4 M1 T30 sl 2AZ ]




S Banosi Eataria CMusa Adam
Scholars have long debated the functions of literature, though
they agree it can entertain, move, and educate. Literature
broadens our experience of life, revealing the lives of people
from different times and places, and stirring us intellectually and
emotionally.

Sidney argued that literature’s chief function is to move the heart
like a trumpet. Dryden emphasized that the goal of writers is not
to teach but to please.

Reading literature enriches our perspective, improves skills,
expands knowledge, and fosters awareness of life’s diverse
aspects. It enhances cultural understanding, provides insight into

history, and connects us to past societies. Works such as Oedipus
Rex, Dr Faustus, or Arms and the Man deepen our understanding
of life’s complexities.

Literature also enriches our imagination, evoking images of
landscapes, climates, and cultures. It allows us to analyze causes
and effects, evaluate social changes and values, and compare
societies across time.

In addition to its primary functions, literature serves secondary
purposes:

Propaganda. Creative literature can transmit the writer’s
experience, influencing readers indirectly through narrative
rather than direct exhortation, as seen in the works of John
Ruskin and Charles Dickens.

Release. Literature can provide catharsis, satisfy emotional needs
or relieve psychological tension. Well-craft romances, thrillers,

[ 2026 by #1447 2 (65) i ] [ Sl oy 4 M1 T30 sl 2AZ ]




Che Role of Motiviation and classroom
and poems can affect both writer and reader through purification
or purgation.

Escape. Literature offers refuge from life’s hardships. While
popular works provide entertainment, higher literature allows
escape into significant realities beyond trivial daily concerns.

14.The Influence of Society on Literature

Literature is intimately connected to society. A body of literature
forms an essential part of a people’s culture. The qualities that
distinguish the literature of one group from another derive from
the distinctive traits of that society. Its themes and problems
emerge from group activities and situations, and its significance
lies in the extent to which it reflects and enriches the totality of
culture. Literature is an integral component of the broader
culture, interwoven with every other element in society.

Society influences literature in numerous ways, and the
connections between literature and society are both integral and
pervasive. In fact, the range of social influences on literature is as
broad as the entire spectrum of social forces. These influences
include the prevailing system of social organization, such as class
structures, economic systems, political institutions, and deeply
rooted cultural norms. They also shape dominant ideas,
emotional tones, historical perspectives, and contemporary
realities. Virtually nothing in social life fails to leave some
imprint on literature, whether directly or indirectly.

The social process, encompassing material, conceptual,
emotional, and institutional elements, contains the potential
influences that shape the direction and character of a period’s
literature. At any given time in a nation’s history, a specific
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social situation prevails, distinct from others. Writers select those
elements of their social environment that impact them and weave
them into patterns compatible with their artistic standards and
worldview.

A striking example of society’s influence on literature can be
observed in the works of Shakespeare’s era. Modern readers
notice a distinct difference between Elizabethan drama and the
contemporary poetic or narrative literature of the same period.
While poetry and prose of the time reveal talent, they often feel
centuries old because they inhabited a world of ideas vastly
different from our own.

Pure literature of that era was dominated by the aristocracy. Poets
largely depended on patrons, often living in their castles as guests
or even servants rather than honored artists. Edmund Spenser
(1553-1599), the English poet best known for The Faerie
Queene, exemplifies this dynamic. His epic poem and allegory
celebrated the Tudor dynasty and Elizabeth I. Spenser’s stated
aim was:

“The aim of the poem was to fashion a gentleman or noble
person in virtuous and gentle discipline.”

His didactic approach was aimed primarily at the aristocracy. In
contrast, the Elizabethan theatre occupied a different position.
Playwrights were no longer strictly dependent on a single patron.
While acting companies were nominally “in service” of noble
patrons, this was largely a legal formality. The aristocracy’s
influence on literature persisted in some ways, particularly in
theatre, but by the eighteenth century, a wider public readership
emerged. Publishers gradually replaced patrons, giving writers
independence by the nineteenth century, liberating them from the
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constraints of social hierarchy and granting them dignity and
creative freedom.

Societal conditions thus exert a profound influence on writers,
but the influence is reciprocal. Writers not only reflect society—
they shape it. People often model their lives on fictional heroes
and heroines, imitating acts of love, crime, or even tragedy
depicted in literature.

15. Examples of Writers and Works Influenced by Society

Joseph Addison (1672-1719), an English poet, playwright,
politician, and satirist, was one of the greatest prose satirists of
the “Golden Age of Satire” during Queen Anne’s reign.
Dissatisfied with society’s departure from common sense, reason,
and refinement—as reflected in manners, dress, and behavior—
Addison sought to correct social vices through The Tatler and
The Spectator, daily periodicals aimed at moral reform.

Unlike contemporaries such as Pope, Dryden, Defoe, and Swift,
Addison employed a conversational prose style a

and avoided personal attacks. He satirized societal follies rather
than individuals, focusing on the habits and vices people
patronized rather than the people themselves. Key hallmarks of
Addison’s satire are irony and urbanity. He wrote with kindness,
gentleness, and tolerance, satirizing because of his love for
humanity. Addison remains celebrated as a mild yet effective
social critic.

Charles Dickens (1812—-1870), another major English writer,
combined literary genius with social criticism. Recognized as one
of the greatest novelists of the Victorian era, Dickens used his
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works to expose social evils and advocate for reform. He
critiqued injustices such as prison conditions, abuses in the legal
system, cruelty in schools, and debt imprisonment.

Though lacking a systematic reform theory, Dickens was a social
reformer who highlighted human kindness as a remedy for social
ills, believing personal virtue could achieve more than
legislation. His novels often blend entertainment with moral and
social teaching, encouraging readers to reflect on societal
problems. Dickens attacked society indirectly, often using humor
to engage readers while fostering social awareness and empathy.

16. Literature in the Contemporary World.

When we study modern writers, we find that it is true that they
express their individual awareness of life through their works.
They apply their personal artistic techniques to subjects that seem
vital to them. Although this is the case, it is equally true that they
are also producing social documents. They do not merely
illuminate ideas, feelings, emotions, and judgments of human
beings, including their own, but they also present to future
readers what writers of their time regarded as important and
worthy of attention.

Literature is more than this. It has transcended time and remains
with us today, forming an essential part of modern educational
curricula. This raises the question: What relevance does literature
hold in contemporary society?

17.1 Literature in Modern Education.

For most people around the world, the first meaningful encounter
with literature occurs at school. Reading and writing have been
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instilled in us from an early age, reinforced through structured
lessons and examinations.

The ability to empathize with characters on a page is crucial and,
from a student’s perspective, an essential skill. Similarly, the
capacity to recognize themes and underlying messages exposes
learners to new ways of thinking. Literature becomes a vessel of
knowledge. The more than 130 million books published
worldwide serve as guides for readers, creating bridges that lead
them to new ideas.

Sophie Austin, Site Manager at Findcourses.co, holding a First-
Class Bachelor’s degree from King’s College London and a
master’s in creative writing from Stockholm University, reflects
on the personal role of literature in shaping everyday life. She
writes:

“Ever since I was small, stories have been a part of my life.
Reading books like The Tales of Peter Rabbit and The Very
Hungry Caterpillar before bed became a part of my natural order
where I could escape into another world. To say the least, not
much has changed, and on most nights, I love to read—to find
that escape away from reality.”

17.2 Literature within History.

History is not only a gateway to the past; it is also a window onto
the present and the future. Every historical period contains
unique people whose lives reflect the cultural stages of their time.
Everyone was a product of their era. As a species, we evolve
continuously, and without the historical timestamps that literature
provides, we would know very little about the past.
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Literature allows us to step back into earlier eras and learn about
life on Earth from those who lived before us. It deepens our
understanding of cultures and enhances our appreciation of them.
Historical knowledge comes to wus through manuscripts,
inscriptions, and oral traditions.

In ancient Egypt, for instance, hieroglyphics and paintings
preserve records of life and belief. These symbols now help us
understand Egyptian culture. Greek and Roman civilizations, by
contrast, left behind more extensive written accounts due to their
strong commitment to accuracy in documentation.

This illustrates the enduring power of words. They can inspire
meaning, reshape nations, and give rise to movements, all while
remaining eternal. Inevitably, words outlive their speakers.

17.3 The Impact of Literature in Modern Society.

The impact of literature on contemporary society is undeniable.
Literature serves as a medium of personal expression for each
author. Some works mirror society, helping readers better
understand the world around them.

Writers such as F. Scott Fitzgerald, the modern American
novelist, exemplify this function. His novel The Great Gatsby

reflects his experiences and critiques of American life during the
1920s.

Through literary works, readers connect with the minds and
emotions of authors. Literature also emphasizes the need to
understand complex social issues, including human conflict.
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As noted in a Gulf News article:

“In an era of modern media, such as television and movies,
people are misled into thinking that every question or problem
has its quick corrections and solutions.

However, literature confirms the real complexity of human
conflict. It reveals that the challenges people face—whether
emotional, social, political, or moral—cannot be resolved
through simple or instant solutions. Through its narratives and
characters, literature exposes the layers of tension, contradiction,
and struggle that shape human experience. In doing so, it
dismantles the illusion that problems can be easily fixed and
shows that conflict is deeply rooted in personal history, cultural
expectations, and societal structures.

Moreover, literature is a profound reflection of humanity and a
powerful tool that enables us to understand one another. Every
literary work represents a unique human voice—a testimony of
one person’s thoughts, emotions, fears, and hopes. By listening to
that voice through reading, we begin to grasp how another mind
interprets the world. Literature allows readers to enter the
consciousness of individuals different from themselves, helping
them understand motivations, reactions, and beliefs that may
otherwise seem foreign or incomprehensible. In this way,
literature fosters empathy, broadens perspectives, and strengthens
the human capacity for compassion.

The researcher believes that literature is important not only
because of its creative and expressive purpose, but also because it
fulfills an essential social function. In a modern world where
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people are becoming increasingly detached from real human
interaction—due to technology, fast-paced lifestyles, and the
decline of face-to-face communication—Iliterature preserves the
depth and authenticity of human connection. It reminds us of the
importance of dialogue, understanding, and emotional awareness.
Literature thus acts as a bridge linking individuals, generations,
and cultures, offering a space where genuine human expression
can still flourish despite the growing disconnect in contemporary
society.

18. Discussion and Analysis

Literature has long served as a mirror reflecting societal
conditions, exposing injustice, inequality, and moral decay.
Writers often draw inspiration from lived experiences,
transforming social realities into artistic narratives that invite
reflection and critique. For instance, realist and modern novels
frequently depict class struggle, political oppression, and ethical
dilemmas, thereby raising readers’ awareness of social problems.

This reflective function allows literature to document historical
moments while simultaneously questioning dominant ideologies.
By portraying the struggles of marginalized individuals and
communities, literary texts foster empathy and encourage readers
to reconsider established norms. In this way, literature
contributes to societal development by making social problems
visible and intellectually accessible.

Beyond reflection, literature plays an active reformative role.
Many literary works have challenged unjust systems and inspired
social change by questioning authority, traditions, and moral
assumptions. Through satire, symbolism, and narrative conflict,
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writers expose contradictions within society and propose
alternative visions of justice and human dignity.

For example, protest literature, anti-colonial writings, and
socially committed novels have historically contributed to
movements for independence, civil rights, and social reform. By
shaping public opinion and nurturing critical thinking, literature
becomes a non-violent yet powerful instrument of resistance and
transformation.

Literature is central to the construction and preservation of
cultural identity. It records collective memory, traditions, beliefs,
and linguistic heritage, transmitting them across generations.
National literatures, in particular, play a vital role in
strengthening cultural cohesion and affirming shared values.

Through storytelling, myths, and symbolic narratives, literature
reinforces a sense of belonging while also allowing cultures to
dialogue with others. This balance between preservation and
openness contributes to cultural progress by enabling societies to
evolve without losing their historical roots.

One of the most significant contributions of literature to societal
development lies in its ethical and educational function. Literary
texts present moral dilemmas that encourage readers to reflect on
human behavior, responsibility, and social justice. Unlike direct
moral instruction, literature engages readers emotionally and
intellectually, leading to deeper and more lasting -ethical
awareness.

In educational contexts, literature enhances critical thinking,
language proficiency, and cultural literacy. By engaging with
diverse perspectives and experiences, readers develop tolerance,
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empathy, and intellectual maturity—qualities essential for social
harmony and cultural advancement.

The relationship between literature and society is dialectical
rather than one-directional. While literature is shaped by social
conditions, it also influences those conditions by shaping ideas,
values, and worldviews. Social change produces new literary
forms and themes, just as literary innovation contributes to shifts
in social consciousness.

This mutual influence confirms that literature is not a passive
cultural product but an active participant in societal evolution,
responding to change while simultaneously guiding it.

The analysis demonstrates that literature plays a multifaceted role
in societal development and cultural progress. Through
reflection, critique, moral engagement, and cultural preservation,
literary works contribute to shaping informed, ethical, and
culturally aware societies. Recognizing literature as a dynamic
social force underscores its continued relevance in addressing
contemporary challenges and fostering sustainable cultural
growth.

19. Results.
The researcher reached the following conclusions:

a) Literature enables individuals to step back in time and
learn about life on Earth from those who lived before us.

b) Literature reflects the ills and shortcomings of society,
encouraging people to recognize mistakes and make
amends.
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c) The primary functions of literature are to delight the reader
and heighten awareness of life. Subsidiary functions
include propaganda, release, and escape.

20. Conclusion.

The importance of literature in societies has been acknowledged
since the ancient Greek era, when writers such as Homer,
Sophocles, and Plato recognized its power to shape thought and
illuminate human experience. It is possible, of course, to imagine
life exactly as it is, but what makes literature truly exciting is its
ability to imagine life as it could or should be. In this sense,
imagination—the essence of literature—becomes a creative
impulse capable of inspiring new visions of reality. All great
works of literature are grounded in truth, even when they explore
fictional worlds, because the literary artist’s task is ultimately a
“criticism of life”: a thoughtful, artistic evaluation of human
behavior, values, and social conditions.

Through literature, we gain a deeper and richer understanding of
different cultures and develop a greater appreciation for their
unique histories, customs, and perspectives. Literature serves as
an educational tool by preserving the past in the form of
manuscripts, oral traditions, and written chronicles. These
records allow future generations to understand how previous
societies lived, thought, and communicated. It is for this reason
that the saying “Literature reflects the spirit of the age” remains
widely accepted among scholars. Writers and poets give
expression to the dominant attitudes, beliefs, preferences, and
intellectual currents of the time in which they live. Their works
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become cultural documents that reveal the emotional and moral
climate of their era.

In this reflective function, literature holds up a mirror to society.
It portrays both the positive and negative aspects of communal
life—its virtues, strengths, weaknesses, and social problems.
Through such reflection, literature does not simply record
society; it interprets it and encourages readers to think critically
about their surroundings. In its corrective role, literature
highlights the moral values, social ideals, and noble qualities that
societies should embrace. By projecting these virtues, literature
invites individuals and communities to emulate worthy behavior
and to strive toward improvement. Thus, literature becomes not
only a reflection of society but also a guiding force that aids in
social development, ethical growth, and cultural progress.
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