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Abstract

This research, titled "Orientalism and African Area
Studies: Knowledge Production for the Perception of Threat
and Interest," examines the function of knowledge concerning
the African and the Oriental and its relationship with local
societies. The study proceeds from the hypothesis that Area
Studies, particularly African Studies, represent iterations of
Orientalism and serve as instruments for acquiring functional
knowledge within the realm of International Relations. The
research aims to trace the historical evolution of Orientalism and
African Area Studies to comprehend their objectives, intellectual
output, and respective functions from the perspective of Global
Policy. The findings indicate a dominance of interests and
pragmatic realism over Area Studies, whereas Orientalist studies
focus primarily on the investigation of beliefs and values. The
study employs a Case Study methodology and Content Analysis
to focus on "Interest and Threat" as a framework for analyzing
knowledge production. Furthermore, the research underscores the
significance of religious-based knowledge in understanding the
past and future, linking it to contemporary security and
developmental challenges, such as the American occupation of
Iragq. The significance of this study stems from the impact of
knowledge on the modes of historical interpretation of African
and Oriental societies, which raises critical questions regarding
Africa's position and future within international political contexts.
Finally, the research recommends a revision of Area Studies
programs from educational and interest-based perspectives to
enhance knowledge production techniques and their alignment

with political decision-making.
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Abstract
Keywords: Orientalism — Area Studies — African Studies —
International Relations — Knowledge Production.
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New York, Routledge, 2000, P.4.
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Science and Politics 30 , No. 2, June 1997, P.166.
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